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PPH prevention guidelines (2007)

9 questions related to 
management of the 
3rd stage of labour

3 critical outcomes
ïMaternal death

ïBlood loss Ó 1000 ml

ïBlood transfusion

Subgroup by skilled 
and non-skilled 
attendants
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Should oral misoprostol (600 mcg) be offered instead of 

oxytocin (10 IU im) in active management?

In the context of active management of the third stage 
of labour skilled attendants should offer oxytocin in 
preference to misoprostol

Recommendation: STRONG

Quality of evidence: HIGH
ï The recommendation places a high value on the relative benefits of 

oxytocin in preventing blood loss as well as increased side -effects 
with misoprostol

One systematic review

7 trials with direct comparison

Largest trial > 18,000 women


